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HE Knowledge of Mankind, as 
2* 9 we are Social, as well as Ra- 
i tional Creatures, is of the la 
Advantage to all Sets of Men; 
eſpecially to ſuch as ſet out in the 
Brginning of Life. 


YOUTH head-ſtrong, and impatient, by 
this may ſafely evade the Rock Others have 


ſplit upon; and the naturally flutuating 


Stripling will foreſee the Benefit of thinking 
cooly, and judging with Deliberation before 
it is too late. 


LIFE ts a Scene, wherein we are toſs'd, 
and tumbled about ; the Snare of the Cun- 
ning, and Fraudulent is deeply laid, to catch 
the untbinting. The Artful Smiles of the 
Sycophant are a Trap for the V. a as : 
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PREFACE. 


. a Word, the fupine, inactive Man i; th 
| Dupe of every Body. | 


THE Politeſt of the Romans imagined 
that ſetting out Vice in its own natural, and 
intriufick Turpittude, and in enumeraing it; 
bad Conſeguences on the Goods of Fortune, 
and the woful Depravity it entails on the 
Faculties of the Mind, was the moſt ſucceſi- 
ful Scheme to put its Votaries to the Bluſh; 
and deter the Early Adventurer from At- 
tempting a vicious Courſe. 


COU'D I perſuade myſelf, that there 
were no ſuch Vultures, who have profeſſed 
themſelves the Devourers of the tender Fan- 
cy, I might have ſaved myſelf the Trouble 
of Writing, and the indulgent Reader, I fear, 
a greater: The whole View I had in this 
Attempt, was from repeated Obſervation ; 
to aſſure the World of ſuch Enemies, as have 
too too often been look'd upon as Friends ; 
and therefore, the more dangerous, as it was 
more in their Power to do Miſchief, 
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Mens ſana in Corpore ſano. 


5 HIS was the Summum Benum 
of the Ancients, the greateſt 
5 Degree of Happineſs, and ihe 
8 8 &] moſt ſubſtantial Bliſs : Indeed, 
it's what every ſober Mind, that 
reaſons right, and judges cooly, will frankly 
{ſubſcribe to. Such an intimate Connexion 
there is between the SouL and Body, 
and fo ſtrong an Influence the Actions of 
the One has over the Operations cf the 
Other, that a Contagion, communicated to 
either, inſenſibly ſpreads its cortoding Qua- 
lities, and ſoon ſucceeds the fatal Cataſtro- 
phe of Boch. 
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LET ns, for once, ſuppoſe the odious 
Monſter has ſeiz'd the Body; whether it 
is the Effect of Chance, or the neceſſary 
Attendant of a vicious Courſe : Can Youth, 
dedicated to all the extravagant Paſtime of 
Luſt, whoſe Views are ſolely bent to the 
ſolacing his ſenſual Appetites, who has tor- 
tur'd his Imagination in the Diſcovery of 
new Scenes of licentious Effeminacy, and 
leud Debauchery ; Monſter of Invention, 
and perfect Maſter of every faſhionable 
Vice; Stranger to thyſelf, thoughtleſs, and 
infatuate Man! what Store of Puniſhment 
haſt thou induſtriouſſy laid up for thy Por- 
tion ? by three Degrees more curſed than 
the Brutes that periſh, never to riſe again; 
durſt Thou view the horrid Portrait, and 
conſider it well ? On one Side, Contempt 
and Ignominy forms a great Part of the 
Image, and raiſes, with a maſterly Fire, 
the Scorn of your Friends, and the Jeſt of 
Society. How have You profuſely ſquan- 
der'd your Time | How have You, per- 
haps, ſmother'd a riſing Genius, and de- 
priv'd Mankind their Due of an uſeful 
Member ! Hence Ridicule, and Ignorance 
be your Portion ; but ſtill prepare to feel 
heavier Curſes, and Calamities of a deeper 
Dye; if heavier can fall. 


View 


[3] 
View all the Agonies of exquiſite Tor- 


ture, and intenſeſt Pain; theſe diſtorted 
Limbs, that emaciated Body reduced to a 


Specter ; that flow Fever nn ſteals in up- 


on You, will ſoon attack your Vitals, and 
burn up, with unquenchable Drought, that 
parched Liver, and diſturbed Brain ; but 
what is this to the ſecret Horrors of Mind, 
direful Companion of the moſt harden'd, 
veteran, and accompliſh'd Debauchee? and 
at Length, dye a Victim to a deliberate 
Folly, and lye nnregretted ; except by ſuch 
as were more fooliſh than Yourſelf. 


Whether One hurries thus with a re- 
ſolute Precipitancy, or under a more ſpe- 
cious Pretence, butchers his Time in in- 
dolent Sloth : The Buſineſs of Eating and 
Drinking, the quick Tranſition from his 
Couch to his Table, engroſs all his Hours; 
how prodigiouſly would it ſhock a Stran- 

er to dine of the profuſe Libations of 
lood, the ſmoaking Carcaſes, under whoſe 
Weight the Table groans, much fitter for 
the polluted Altars of the Pagans, or a de- 
licious Regale for the modern Hortentols. 
Sloth, and luxurious Pampering, Thou 
faithful Parent of all the direful Train of 
dickneſs and Death 
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Trvs in a lethargick Bliſs, and in a 
groveling Extacy, his Hours are gone : 
Enemy to none but himſelf ; in the Midſt 
of this Plenty, how doe; he ſtarve his 
Mind? Con emplation, the Buſineſs of he 
rational Soul, never exiſted there : No 
This is the Conſequence of early Abplice- 
tion, and aſſiduous Diligence: Such is the 
Nature of our Minds, that what Bent they 
firſt reccive, it rarely, 3f ever, and not 
without the great eſt Violence, can be 
worn out. 


HEeXcCE it is, that Such as have the Miſ- 
fortune to be defer: ed by wiſe, and pru- 
dent Guardians, in their young and tender 
Years, their ſcaſual Appetites make a Prey 
of their infant Under anding, become a 
Sport to their Paſſions, and by one conti- 
nu'd faux fas, paſs a Life of doing no- 
thing, or doing Miſchief. 


A VigTvovs Education, when attended 
with a tolerable Genius, will, ſome Time 
or other, ſtrike out, and declare their Im- 
portance to Society ; and tho' political, 
and wiſe Reaſons of State have, as ancient 
as Men compoſing themſelves into ſocial 
Bands, taſted the Neceſſity of a civil Sub- 


ordination, for the better Conduct, and 
Wiler 
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wiſer-Adminiſtration ; yet there is no Di- 


ſtinction betwixt Souls, nor can Know- 


ledge be the hereditary Intail, even of che 
Houſe of Bourbon No; Education forms 
the Mind, and puts Mank nd on a Level; 
and in Conſequence of this, all wiſe States 
have laid it down as an Axiom in Pru- 
dence, to raiſe; and applaud Virtue, how- 
ever conceal'd en a Corner; to reward Me- 
rit, tho' of the meaneſt Extraction; and 
encour, ge Bravery, tho' cloath'd with 
Rags. I mean no Reflect on, far be it 
f. om me, on any Set of Men, 


BuT is any Perſon ignorant who form'd 
the Schemes, that have been ſo very ſuc- 
ceſsful in aggrandizing the Characters of 
the French ; not only making them terri- 
ble in Arms, but great in Trade and Com- 
merce. Monſieur Luvois, in Louis the 
14 h's Time, form'd the Police of the one, 
and Colbert foreſaw the Succeſs of the 0- 
ther; ther Fondneſs in ſurpaſſing Others 


d-n't reſt here, nor is it confin'd to its 
own Nation. 


Ir Encouragement can be the Reward 
of Learning, or can purchaſe Knowledge, 
tho' of foreign Growth ; they kindly em- 
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brace it as their Compatriot, and chear. 


fully reward its Labours. 


Tubus the Academy of Sciences, which 
was erected on the Plan of our RO TA 
SOCIETY, the Effect of Emulation, 
how far it has outdone us let Every One 
be Judge. Indeed, it's no Wonder, ſee- 
ing no Perſon is admitted there, unleſs their 
Reputation, and Character for Learning 
is univerſally known ; they firſt invite them 
to accept of being a Member, and then 
annex a conſiderable Stipend. 


Tux Romans, the ſworn Friends of 
Virtue, and conſtant Rewarders of Bra- 
very, never fail'd to applaud Heroiſm; 
even in the moſt deſpicable Soldier : Wit- 
neſs the celebrated Houſe of the Dec ; 
the Firſt of the Family, who diſtinguiſh'd 
himſelf by his intrepid Bravery, was Con- 
ſul with Mazlus. 


In the War againſt the Latines, at ſoon 
as he perceiv'd the left Wing under his 
Command daſtardly to retire, and give 
back, immediately ſtruck Terror to the 
Enemy, and inſpir'd his Soldiers, by ſpur- 
ring his Horſe into the thickeſt of the 
Enemy's Forces; bravely ventur'd his — 
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and was kill'd in the Bed of Honour; it 
turn'd the Succeſs of the Day, and the 
Roman Army came off victoriouſly. His 
Son died in the fame Manner in the Tu/- 
can War; and his Grandſon, inveſted with 
the Virtues of both, breath'd his Laſt in 
the War with Pyrrlius. Hence ſings Ja- 


venal, 


Plebeiæ deciorum Anime, plebia fuerunt 

Nomina pro totis Legionibus bis tamen, et pro 
Omnibus auxiliis, atque Omni pube Ladina 1 
Sufficiunt Diis infernis Terraque Parenti | i 


Pluris enim Decii quam qui ſervantur ab illis. 


lj 
Dip any private, and obſcure Soldier | 
behave himſelf with undaunted Bravery ? | | 
it had its own Reward. Witneſs the dif- | | 
ferent Crowns, the Reward of their He- 1 
roick Enterprize. Thus he, who firſt for- | 


theſe Rewards, was One C. Siccius Den- 
tatus, who, for his natural Bravery, had 
Eight Crowns of Gold, Fourteen Civic 


B 4 Crowns, 


| ced the Enemies Entrenchments, was ad- \Þ 
» orn'd with the Corcna Caſtrenſis, or Villa- ſ | 
5 ris, &. The moſt remarkable Perſon in || 
2 Hiſtory, for obtaining a vaſt Number of | | 
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Crowns, Three Mural, Eighty Three G9“. 
den Torquees, Sixty Golden Armil'a, Eigh- 
teen Haſtæ pure, and Seventy Five Pha- 
ere *, 


Wuenn does Learning ſhine with the 
brigh.eſt Luſtre in cur own Nation? Who 
are the ableſt, the moſt candid, and up- 
right Stateſmen ? Who are ihe molt loy- 
al Subjects? Who are the ſtrenuous Sup- 
porters of Virtue? And who ſteps in to 
fave a ſinking Land? Men ſurely renown'd 
for their Knowledge ; who have raiſed 
themſelves to the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Cha- 
racters for their Merit and Loyalty; and 
fecur'd the ſame by their Integrity, and 
publick Bounty ; whom no Threats, nor 
Menaces can affright ; nor Art and Cun- 
ning, however deeply laid, ſurprize. 


AGE, reverend by Years, and wiſe by 
Experience; wou'd you bleſs your Eyes 
with the delightful Proſpect of a promi- 
ſing Progeny beſore you fall aſleep ; be 
careful, in Exceſs You can't err; be ſoli- 
citous in trainiag up the tender Mind in 
the moſt agreable Notions of ſtrict Virtue; 
inſti] the valuable Principles of Knowledge 
with a gentle Hand; let them fee that the 

| Dig- 
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Pignity, and Perfection of their Nature is 
6% know. The ſtrongeſt Leſſon, and what 
will have the greateſt Influence is Exam 
ple; then the Streſs of this fulls on You, 
Do You anſwer for Yourſelves, but be- 
ware of running to Exceſs. Here is a gol- 
den Mean, don't pall the Faculties, and 
{:rfeit the Judgment; let Wiſdom never 
be preſented in a ſullen, and moroſe Dreſs; 
this is cloiſter'd Pageantry, and what hag 
done great Miſchief to the pliable Will. 


Wov'p Vou expect a Cicero at the Bar? 
a Ceſar in the Camp ? a W-----le at the 
Helm of Affairs? In fine, wou'd You wiſh 
to ſee an upright, and ſincere Friend, diſ- 
intereſted in his Views? a flouriſhing, and 
renowned Nation? be this your Plan of 
forming the Mind, and inevitably will fol- 
low the wiſh'd-for End. I conclude my 
Notion of Knowledge with Mr. Pope. 


Tell, if You can, what is it to be wiſe ? 
'Tis but to know how little can be known ; 
To ſee all Others Faults, and feel our own. 


SE C- 


SECTION II. 


Creſcit indulgens fibi dirus Hydrops. 


E ſucceſsful Springs of con- 
fus'd Diſorder, and ſudden De- 
| ſtruction in the political Body, 
is open Violence, and ſecret 
Fraud; when the firſt is carry'd on with 
arbitrary Sway, and ſupported with the 
Sanction of Arms; when Rapine, and Force 
take Place of wholeſome Laws, mitigated 
with indulgent Equity; and Cruelty is per- 
- petrated with a ſucceſsful Hand, &c. if 
Defamation and Slander, the Off-ſpring of 
infernal Invention, if fulſome Railing, and 
clowniſh Ridicule, the Prat of Ignorance 
and Envy, are patroniz'd by any Character, 
how inconliderable ſoever; it grows with 


rapid 
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rapid Suceeſs, and gains Partiſans intirely 
devoted to its Intereſt. 


Cour a Nation, State, or People re- 
ſolutely determin'd to enflave themſelves, 
in extream Miſery, wiſh for greater Curſes 
than ſuch a Conſtitution as the firſt in- 
cludes? And could a mild, and generous, 
a benign, and human Government imagine 
an Enemy hatch'd in their very Boſom, of 
a more damnable Spirit than the laſt? 


THANKS to the Guardian Powers of the 
Britiſb Ifle, tho' Time has been, yet is 
now NO more; that what is deareſt to 
Mankind, their Natural Liberties, and Re- 
ligious - Rights, the one due to them as 
they are Men, the other as Chriſtians, was 
invaded, violently extor:ed from them, and 
the Exerciſe of the ſame reduc'd to ſuch 
! a dangerous Experiment, that not only 
. their Fortunes, but even the Lives of the 
] firſt Rank tamely paid the Forfeiture ; 
and can One in his right Wits look back 
f on this ſad, and diſmal Tale, and not 
CW bleſs his Stars, for the Kindneſs of Pro- 
d vidence, in cutting out his Span of Life 
e In ſuch bleſſed, and happy Days: Days, 
wherein the Scriptures are fulfill'd; Our 
King is a Nurſing Father, Plenty 92 

11 
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down. our Streets, and Peace is heard in 
every Co ner: H+-ppy:Britain ! not only 
Miſtreſs of Yourſelf, but formidable e- 
nough to reconcile contending Monarchs; 


as if Na ure had deſign'd You to de.er- 
mine the Fate of Things below. 


Hence Civil Broils, and Inteſtine Jars 
ad eu; ſecure your own Peace, and Eu, cope 
will implore your deciſive Hand; ſup; reſs 
the early Appearance of Fattion, and crulh 
Party even in the Bud; let them aſſome 
the common Proſtitute of Patriotiſm, and 
preſent a Peace Offering to the Capricious 
Mob. The Conſequence we ſee, and ate 
not at all concern'd at the Event. Some 
few Zealois, for a lawleſs Indulgence, or 
miſtaken Liberty, will pour out the 1 or- 
rent of Cant, Suſpicion, and opprobrious 
Reflections on the Adminiſtration; but ihis 
will be cietuily prevented by throwing 
a Bate in their Mouth, or will ſoon fall 
wich themſelves. | 


Dunst we indulge. our. ſelves in the 
Remembrence of no far diſtant Reign, and 
there-view the confuſed Hurry of Opprel- 
tion, and arbitrary Sway; the Laws vio- 
lated, and Parliaments no more; diſmal 
was the Scene, and fatal the Cataſtrophe. 

Lo 
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Lo! Mankind bereav'd of their darling 


Priviledges, oppreſs'd to a mad exaſpera- 
tion: Some Enterprize mult be attempted 
to ſuppreſs the growing Evil; and indeed, 
an fecal One was provided. O horrid 
to Name! No leſs than the moſt ſacred 
Character muſt fall a Victim to the Rage 
of an incenſed People. 


DESCEND a little lower in the Series of 


Accidents, and obſerve the ſectet Springs 
of artful Cunning, and fravdulent Defign, 
put in Motion: Hence ſucceſ:!eis Combi- 
nations bluſh at the Repreſentation, and 
let Silence be the Fruit of your empty At- 
tempt. Mad was the Enterprize, and blind 
Fury fomented the Deſign. Strange! To 
behold Mankind weary'd out with Clemen- 
cy, and generous Liberty; and not ſatisfy'd 
with a Proteſtant Security for their Lives 
and Fortunes; with impatient Diſtraction 
they are fond to lay themſelves at the Mer- 
cies of a Popiſh Slavery; embrace the 
Yoak of ſuperſtitious Miſteries, and be- 
come the Babes of a Monk:/b Crew; whoſe 
Views have ever been Rapine, Cruelty, 
Ambition, and Avarice; or what is worſe 
to Name. 
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Trey firſt bubble Mankind out of 
Reaſon, and then trick them out of their 
Fortunes; the Effect of their well con- 
triv d Pardons, Abſolutions, and Extreme 
Un#ions. Diſmal, as I myſelf have ſeen; 
a Man, or rather Wretch, left to their 
Mercy in his Death-bed Groans, when 
the Soul was fluttering on the Lip, ready 
to bid a laſting Adieu ; even then, hurry'd 
with the Cunning of a deſigning Prieſt; 
nor will he leave him till his Preaching be- 
comes effectual; and to the Prejudice of 
his neareſt Heir, both by Law and Nature. 
He leaves his Eſtate to defray the Expen- 
ces of religious Prodigality, and luxurious 
Piety. 


Tuus in France, and I believe it equal- 
ly holds in all Catholick Countries, they 


have engroſs'd the one Fourth of the 


whole Revenue of the Kingdom into their 
Hands. 


Tuus Monkiſh Idleneſs, and Cloiftered 
Indolence, contriv'd to ruin Society, the 
greateſt Enemy to any Scate or People; 
Enemy to Trade and Commerce; in one 
Word, Bane of whatever raiſes the Dignity 
of any Nation ; long have they thus ſway'd 
with Succeſs, but now Mankind * 
| thelf 
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their Infallibility, and wiſely ſees thro” 
the Mask of Loly Delufion; and when this 
happens, the neareſt Heir has appeal'd to 
the Parliament of Paris for Redreſs, and 
oftner than once of late, Law and Equity 
has turn'd out Jeſuitical Villany. As tor 
other Nations, where the Inquiſition is to- 
lerated, as Spain and Portugal, Good God! 
what Cruelty is perpetrated! Would it not 
ſhock the Reaſon, and draw Pity from the 
moſt obdurate Heart, to ſee Mankind 
crown ſo cheap, that the Lives of hu- 
man Creatures ſhould be at the Mercy of 
every capricious, religious Villain ! 


May Heaven ſecure our Conſtitution, 
and proſper the happy Hanverian Suc- 
ceſſion; and when God, and they are on 


our Side, ſecurely we may ſmile at ſuch as 
can be againſt us. 


Let us bid Farewell to Confuſion and 
Hurry, and view the Image in the Pride 
of Pleaty and Liberty. Mankind grew 

good, and great under the auſpicious Scep- 
ter; Arts flouriſh'd in that Long, and Pro- 
, ſperous Reign of a Virgin Queen, whoſe 
Knowledge and Penetration, made Choice 
7 Wet the wiſeſt Counſellors at Home; who 
always preferr'd the Good of their Coun- 


try, 
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try, to the Inriching their private Coffers, 


whoſe Fortitude and Bravery Abroad, no; 


only brought Europe to acknowledge her 
Sway, but America bends under her Feet, 
Spain, with all her haughty Pride, and 
ſecure Confidence in her invincible Armad;, 
(as they were pleaſed to term it) becomes 
her Captive; and the reſt, Fortune, the 
Britiſh Hero, turns looſe to the ſaucy 
Winds; and are made a Prey to the raging 
Deep. Our Counſels are as deeply laid as 
ever, our Indulgent Monarch bids Def. 
ance to the Threats, and the lawleſs Fury 
of a People, whom no Tyes however ſa— 
cred can bind; and have no Notions of 
Honour ſeparated from their own Intereſt. 
The Naticn, never before of one Mind, 
pants after Reſtitution; and if Clemency, 
and generous Goodneſs is abuſed ; if the 
Laws of Nature, and Nations are thus vio- 
lated; have we no: Law, and every thing 
that is ſacred, to protect us, if Deſtruction 
and Perditicn ſhould be their Portion? 


Tur Dutch, ſage in their Counſels, and 
deliberate in their Determinations, wea- 
ried of Spain, and ſuſpecting the treache- 
rous Friendſhip of the French, fly for het 
Aſſiſtance, as the only Anchor of their 
Stay; freely offer their Provinces —_— 
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protection, as an Appenage to England; 
but this She generouſly refus'd as unjuſt, 
to take an Advantage of their Neceſſity 
driven almoſt to Exaſperation ; tho' at the 
fame Time She ſecur d them by her Pro- 


tection, and concluded a Treaty on the 
ſame. | 


Unprx ſecret Fraud, all Attempts to 
vilify, detract, or ruin a Character, or Per- 
ſon is underſtood; and indeed, this is the 
ſucceſsful Engine, that deſigning Men have 
always had Recourſe to; no Scheme is ſo 
effectual in reducing the Character, even 
of the greateſt Men, and making them 
appear. little to a giddy People, always 
fond of ſomething new, as Railery and 
Detraction. But alas! it ſeems molt true, 
that we have only Eyes to .find out the 
Faults of others; or to imagine Blemiſlies 
in che Conduct, that differs from a precon- 
ceived Plan we have formed in our own 
Minds; and if a Man has the Misfortune 
to riſe from Merit, he will undoubted- 
ly find Oppoſers, be the Hazard what it 
will. | Ef) 


Tuts I found verify'd the other Day in 
a mixed Company, where I accidentally 
chanced to fall; the Perſons who com- 
WW: pos'd 
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pos'd this, were of different Ages, and 
different Profeſſions: This, I ſoon diſco- 
ver'd from. the viſible Characters expreſs'd 
in their very Countenances. 


— —— —— 


** 


AFTER the common Ceremony of a 
decent Muteneſs at firſt Meeting was over; 
S:lence was broke by One, who afterwards 
had all the Inclination in the World to 
engrofs the whole Converſation ; his Pe- 
tulance, and Oftentation ſoon picqu'd the 
whole Company; the hard Names of Pro- 
ceedure, Precedent, and Judicature, almoſt 
perſuaded me I was got into Weſtminſter- 
ball; and for what I know, he might have 
gone on in his Parade of Technical Learn- 
ing till now, had not a Second, whoſe 


Fire animated his Courage to interrupt 
the D:&ator. 
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I MusT own by the Bye, not in an 
extraordinary civil Manner, his bluſtering 
Cowardice in a Trice hurl'd him in Scenes 
of Blood, amidſt Sages, Entrenchments, 
and Breaches. In ſhort, the noiſy Din of 
this hectoring Warrior, quite ſtupify'd my 
Firſt Spark, and excited a Third to try his 
Wit, who in the moſt obſequious Manner 
imaginable, begg'd Pardon for Interrup- 
tion: His Air ſeem'd ſo ſoft, his _ 
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began with a Diſſertation on Taſte : Maſ- 
uerades, Redotto's, Opera's and Balls, were 
in their utmoſt Delicacy deſcribed. This 
convinc'd me he was The Fine Gentleman. 


I Was a meer Spectator, and by my own 
Obſervation, and what they were pleas'd 
to impart, Each in his Turn, of one ano- 
ther, convinc'd me they were all of the 
ſame Mind ; that is, Each was the moſt 
knowing Perſon in his own Opinion; and 
that the very Fault he eſpy'd in his Neigh- 
bour, his Friend complain'd of in him, 


BROKEN Hints, and fly Inſinuations ſel- 
dom, or never fall of doing Miſchief; and 
when this begins in any Nation, depend 
on it, Latet anguis in herba. This is the 
firſt Attempt. Let its Patron be only Si- 
lence and Contempt, it needs no better 
Friends ; it will grow under this Influence, 
and what the Iſſue will be, requires no 
Conjuror to foretel. 


Hence it is, that all wiſe States have 
been exceedingly jealous in allowing the 
Characters of principal People to become 
fo cheap, as to be exhibited on the Stage. 

Cu Athens, 


fo delicate, that my Expectation was 
ſcrew'd to the higheſt Pitch of Hope; He 
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Athens, Thou Mother of Knowledge, and 
great Law-giver; to You I appeal for the 
immoderate Liberty of the Stage. Eupolis 
for his Play term'd Diper, was drowned 
by Alcibiades, In the Reign of Alexander 
the Great, ſole Monarch of Mankind, who 
even out-ſtript Fame herſelf, a Law was 
made, that even A Suſpicion of Scandal was 
actionable, tho no Name was mention'd, 


How then ought the Rigour of the Law 
to be poured out on thoſe licentious Pens, 
who not only attempt to uſe with Free- 
dom and Scorn, the firſt Character of the 
Kingdom, but even the Fountain of Ho- 
nour and Power ? Every Britiſh Heart, 
and Loyal Mind ought thankfully to ac- 


knowledge, and bleſs the Step in reform- 
ing the Dramatic Conſtitution, ſo as to 
be under the Cognizance of a Perſon of 
Honour; Whom no Views can ever excite 
to betray Virtue, and tamely allow the in- 
dulgent Influence of the Crown to fall into 
Diſregard without Impunity. And if this 
Scheme does not effectually put an End to 
any further Attempts, may this wholeſome . 
Advice be their Portion. 
Immedicabile Vulnus, 
Enfſe recidendum eſt, 
Nt Pars fincera trabatur. 
n EG 


946710 x . 


Nobilitas ſola eft atque unica Virtus. 


Mg AIN are the Attempts! De- 

luſion poſſeſs the Man, who 
dreams that the Goods of For- 
tune, and a boaſted Race of 
Anceſtors, loſt in the early Dawn of Time; 
perhaps, by three Degrees leſs wiſe than 
himſelf, is ſafficient to command popular 
Adoration, and preſerve his Memory from 
the infectious Ruſt of Time. 


Tuis Man, the Dupe of php dane 
who feeds his Vanity ſo as he can never 
ice thorow the Cheat; and perhaps, a Rib- 
bon, or ſome Badge of Diſtinction, almoſt 


ſacred by its Name, is a ſufficient Sanction 
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to ſcreen his Character at all Hazards, and 
hood-wink him the more; ſo that theſe 
Gentlemen contract an Habit of Thinking, 
and Acting peculiar to that Species, and at 


beſt ſee Things confuſedly. 


Sven Objects as naturally fall within 
their Sphere of Vition, paſs unnoticed as 
to their Properties; from a ſupercilious In- 
differency, added to the Want of Habit in 
meaſuring the Signs of the different Angles, 
that fall on the Retina of their Underſtand- 
ings ; and conſequently obtain a perfect 
Knowledge of the various Affections; fo 
that they are obliged to form their Judg- 
ments upon a ſecond Story. 


OTHERs appear to them in a prepoſte- 
rous Manner, perhaps, depending on the 
Fallacy. cf . the Medium, thorow which 
the Rays are reflected; repreſenting Objects 
much the ſame, as the Lens of a deter- 
min'd Figure repreſents them inverted, or 
topſy- turvy. And indeed, no Wonder, 
ſince like a certain Animal, they ſee moſt 
clearly in the dark; and conſequently can't 
diſcern plainly in the Face of the Sun. 


His over-grown Eſtate ſupports his Exe 
travagancy ; his ſplendid Equipage, and 
| _ gaudy 
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udy Furniture dazzle his own Eyes, | 
and amuſe the Fancy of the Crowd. Stran- | 
ger to all kind, and benevolent Actions, 
loſt to all generous, and friendly Offices ; 
tyrannical, and oppreſſive, becauſe he is 
rich; cruel, and inhuman, becauſe he has 
vaſt Numbers of Dependents; and ſupinely 1 
inſolent, even to ſuch as cope with him in | 
all Reſpects ſave one; becauſe he knows 
no better, Such a Perſon infalliby entails 
upon himſelf Contempt, and Ridicule from 
the wiſe and ſober ; Fear, ana Hatred from 
ſuch as are under his arbitrary Sway. 


Nori more is requir'd to make a 
Man belov'd, a good Member in Society, 
and a Friend to himfelf, than judging right, 
and doing well ; but ſo long as the Force 
of Prejudice predominates, and we become 
a Sport to the Hurry of our Paſſions, blind- 
ly we ruſh on; and in one continued Hur- 
ricane of thoughtleſs Extravagancy, we 
glut down ſenſual Joys with a greedy Fond- [1 
neſs; till they have intoxicated our Judg- | 
ment, and we reduc'd to the diſmal Paſs | 
of obeying their capricious Dictates; ſure 
then, *tis of the utmoſt Conſequence to i 
fortify ourſelves againſt the moit diſtant [ 
Allurements of their bewitching Charms, 
Have we Reſolution enough to fly the 


£6 Snare, 
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Snare, and conſider it in its natural Light, 


ſoon will we be undeceiv'd, and dye it 
ſhall with Contempt and Neglect. 


Tuts equally concerns all States of Men, 
ſince none can be ſo contemptible, but by 
making a right Uſe of the Opportunities 
in his State of Action, he may be a uſeful 
Member in Society. The Goods of For. 
tune, when laid out to the beſt Advan- 
tage by a wiſe, and prudent Oeconomy, 
are the greateſt Bleſſings of a ſocial Life; 
if ſuch a Perſon has kind Affections, ten- 
der, and compaſſionate ; liberal, and gene- 


rous ; without a ſparing Hand imparts the 


Bounty of Fortune beſtow'd on him, in 
incouraging Learning, ſupporting Arts and 
Sciences, rewarding . Induſtry, and under 
his Influence has the Pleaſure to ſee Men 
grow Good and Great ; Stranger to that 
confined, and maimed Liberality of be- 
ſtowing his Treaſure, which he willingly 
would have kept, had not Death, the ab- 
ſolute, and uncontroulable Monarch, hur- 
ried him away, in the Midſt of his dar- 


ling Projects. He 8 miſtake it 


not, founds an Hoſpital, Nurſery of In- 
dolence and Wickedneſs; and under this 
pious Fraud he ſooths the raging Frowns 
of his Conſcience, eternizes his , 

an 
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and takes a Leap into the olker n 
A Compleat Saint. 111 0 . 


-. 


So ſoon as Mankind become a Prey to. 
their inordinate Appetites, and a Sport to 
their Paſſions, they are in the faireſt Way 
imaginable to lay the Foundation of Con- 
fuſion, Diſorder, and Ruin: It may be 
worth While to conſider its gradual, and 
natural Progreſſion in one Inſtance. 


Tue . Man, fAuſh'd with the: 
Hopes of Preferment, and diſtractedly re- 
ſolute in the Perſuit of Honour, pants af- 
ter the gilded Proſpect with inſatiable. 
Thirſt ; his Hours are conſum'd in pro- 
jecting what Scheme will be moſt ſucceſs- 
ful in attaining conſpicuous, and diſtin- 
guiſn'd Places. Sycophant to Fame, and 
Drudge to the Huzza's of the People! 
Should ſome malicious Star croſs his Fate 
with her Influence, and he miſs his Aim; 
or ſhould ſome dear Companion under the 
ſtricteſt, and inviolable Ties of Friendſhip, [0 
betray his Intereſt, the Mask is pull'd off, 1 
t and he burſts out into Malice, Cruelty, ll 
- W and Revenge; and if it is in his Power, 


$ Ruin will cloſe the Scene. | 
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Rurrs of political Prudence muſt have 
always Reſpect to the Nature of the Go. 
vernment, and the peculiar Genius of the 
People; their Cuſtoms, ſacred by Antiquity, 
perhaps trivial enough, muſt not be inva- 
ded; and their general Notions, however 


lame, and ridiculous, muſt bs flatter'd, 
Bat, | 


Onz General Maxim I will venture to 
lay down, which equally holds good in 
all States and Countries ; and liable to as 
few Objections as any other; and that is, 
Let the Good of the M hole, and the General 
Advantage, without being biaſſed to any 
particular View, or 2 End; however 
conſpicuous be the Rule of Action. 


' Hence it is, that Confuſion and De- 
ſtruction has been the Fate of all Societies, 
who, contemning this Axiom, ſecurely 
perſu'd the mercenary Conduct of Inrich- 
ing a Few, at the Expence of exorbitant 
Faxes, till Mankind grown weary of the 
rapacious Demands, obey Nature, long- 
ing for Liberty, daſh off the Yoak of 
Power; and by that Means ſubject the 


Tyrant, and themſelves to the Clemency 
of a Stranger. 
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Trvs the Macedonian Kingdom, thro' 
the Covetouſneſs of Perſes, may tell the 


RODORICK, King of Spain (Mon- 
ſter, if ever there was one) of Luſt, and 
Uncleanneſs; whoſe deflouring Count Ju- 
kan's Daughter, his own Relation, pro- 
duc'd a Revolt ; and was the Cauſe of the 
Moors Conquering Spain, and Poſſeſſing it 


N 


fix, or ſeven hundred Voars. 


TERRENTIUS YV ARRO, when 
Conſul of Rome, gave Battle to Aun bal; 
but by his daſtardly Cowardice, and Te- 
merity, cauſed that remarkable Battle at 
Canne, to the Danger of the Common 
Wealth ; which in the End tamely yielded 
up to the Ambition of Julius Cafar, 


FERDINANDO, King of Naples, 
conſpicuous for his Wickednefs, never un- 
dertook any Scene of Iniquity that he did 
not perpetrate ; Oppreſſion, and Cruelty 
were the darling Attendants of his Lite. 


NoR was his Son, ALPHO NSO, 
who ſucceded him in his Kingdom, leſs 
infamous for his Debauchery, the Here- 


ditary 
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ditary -Intail,, and improv'd to the baſeſt 
Ends. ''Avyarice 5. Vice beneath the No- 
tice of the Regal State, and the Pomp of 
Robes, certain Companion of a groveling, 
and little Mind ; ) he intredue'd, even to 
the making a Merchandiſe of his King- 
dom : Cruelito relate By his Commands 
were bought up all the Oi, and Grain in 
the Country; and ſold it at moſt: exorbi- 
tant Rates; compelling them to chooſe 
the beſt of the Two, either in the Midſt 
of Plenty to ſtarve, or take them at bi 
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„Tus did his baſe, And private View 
make a King a Tyrant; and the Patron 
of Equity and Liberality, a Monſter of 
Crutlty and Injuſtice; even to the Caſting 
off the: Dictates of Nature, which binds the 
Savage, fo that it can't ſhake off the li- 
ſtinct. But this is not all, he deflouer d Vir- 
gins, and took married Women by Force. 
Sacrilege,” and Simony were NA. Mil- 
takes in his Character. 


Tnus he fold the Bibsprick of ire 
tum for Thirteen thouſand Duckats to a 
Few for his Son ; who, he perſuaded him- 


ſelf, might! in Time become a A 1 
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ABBIESs, the religious Retreat of pious 
tuls, were turn'd into fit Habitations for 
Falconers. Theſe are only a few-of the 
black, and horrid Crimes, that made. up 
his Character, the neceſſary Fore-runners 
of Deſtruction and Devaſtation. 


A KING debauched in his Morals, 
drench'd in Vice, and People wallowing 
in Effeminacy, are the eaſy Purchaſe of 
the firſt Enterpriſing Monarch, in the 
Midſt of his imaginary Security. 


CHARLES, the 8th King of France, 
wiſely conſidering his Circumſtances, im- 
prov'd them to his own Advantage ; for 
being reduc'd to the miſerable Paſs of 
imploring Friendſhip on the moſt diſho- 
nourable Terms, diſpatch'd Embaſſadors to 
accommodate Matters; tho' at the Expence 
of a yearly Tribute of 50000 Ducats, and 
to hold his Kingdom in Fealty and Ho- 


mage, 


CHARLES, deaf to all Entreaties, 
and reſolv'd in his Attempt, with an Army 
enter d Italy, and ſubdu'd, without great 
Difficulty, all before him; and at Length 
put a Stop to Cruelty, by leaving the Nea- 
bolitan Throne without a King. 

| THEN 
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Tarn Diffidence ſoon becomes thy 
higheſt Character of Mortals ; and Man, 
tho' of the moſt dignify'd Character, and 
Darling of Fortune, as long as he runs 2 


vicious Courſe, and is protected by Folly, 
can never be ſecure. 


ViRTUE alone is a Safe-guard, and ſure 
Stay ; the Juſt, and Good Man bears up 
againſt the Frowns of Fortune, and calm. 
ly enjoys the ſubſtantial Pleaſures of a 
Mind conſcious of doing well ; whatever 
Viciflitudes happen, his inflexible Virtue 
never nods; in Revolutions, and Confu- 
ſions he is ſtill the ſame. The Sun ſhall 
grow dim with Years, and paſs away; 
Nature ſhall be unhing'd, and the Elements 
melt with fervent Heat; but Virtue, ever 
the ſame, ſhall flouriſh in Eternal Youth, 
adored by all Good Men on Earth, and 
rewarded by G O D Above. 


Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautun. 
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SECTION TY. 


Varium & mutebile ſemper. 


W Men, if they could ſteal 
the Leifure of looking into 
themſelves, and fairly review- 
ing their Conduct in Tempers 
and Exactneſs; but would find 
ſo many Inconſiſtencies in their Behaviour, 
that the very Repreſentation might make 
them bluſh, and be convinc'd, that they 
ther act from Caprice, and are hurried 
on with a diſeaſed, ſick Fancy, than any 
old, and fix'd Principle. 


BM Tris Obſervation in Manners, odd, and 
C- Widiculous as it appears, has too too often 
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an Exiſtence, even in the moſt regulut, 


and beſt manag'd Oeconomiſt. Is it not 
notorious, that we hate and love by Turns 


without being able to ſatis our own In- 

uifition, why we thus o fuctuate? Let 
he determining Principle, or rather Dream, 
be what it will; is it not notorious, that 


our Opinions of Men, and Things ſhift 


with the very Seaſons, and very few arc 
Proof, or can defend themſelves againſt 
the crafty, and inveigling Man; and Pre- 
judice with an implicite Reverence is ſub- 


miſſively ador'd by all? 


T Can conceive from an inherent Ne- 
ceſſity, why Mens Paſſions and Tempe: 
differ, and vary according to their different 
Complexions and Conſtitutions; and why in 
the various Stages of Life, they are ſo ex- 
treamly inconſiſtent: Childhood is com- 
pleatly happy in Toys and Trifles. Youth 
looks back with Diſdain,and conſiders Infan- 
cy with Contempt; tho' the preſent Perſuits, 
in which the greateſt Part too of his Time 
1s conſumed, are equally ridiculous; and a 
thouſand Times more vain. Riper Years, 
and a ſteady Judgement having got the 
beiter of the Fire, and Impatience of the 
young Man, ſees the Scene that is paſs d 
with ſecret Horror and Dread; and looks 
a8 on 
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on it as a Romance, or fictitious Character 
of an idle Dream. His Schemes, which 
he fondly th t well laid, he now ſees 
Air and Fan what he chiefly con- 
ſided in, and perff'd with the eagereſt De- 
fires, vexatious and vain; ſo that the whole 
Scene of our Acting each Stage of Life 
conſiders that which has gone before, as 
made up of endleſs Faults, and innume- 
table Miſtakes ; but yet, alas ! is hood- 
wink'd, and can't diſcern the Foibles of 
the preſent. | 


Hence we may eaſily foreſee the ex- 
ceeding Wideneſs in Point of Judgment, 
relating to the ſame Things, in Perſons 
faſhion'd after different Models, by the 
Prejudice of Education. And how un- 
ſtable is the ſame Man, as to his Views 
and Opinions, according as he is influenc d 
by ſome ſecular, and private Engs ; ſo as 
Reaſon, Honour, or call it. what Tou will, 
has an eternal Jar with Intereſt, or ſome 
low, and ſordid Principle ; till at Length 
the former is 'baſehky;proftituted, and his 
whole Views turn upon Aggrandizing his 
Character; and his only Aim directed to 
enrich himſelf, at the Expence of every 
Thing that is ſacred, or binding on ratio- 
nal Creatures. | 1SE- Ot. £ 43:14 
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As long as he can ſecurely perſue this 
Courſe, each Weakneſs in the Conſtitu- 
tion, of which he is a Member, as there 
are none entirely without, are ſo many 


Advantages particularly - 6%" "oa to the po- 
litical Genius of the People; but let " 


Minion forfeit by any Cauſe, his Favour 


and Intereſt, he then immediately dooms 


Deſpair, and every Thing that is horrid, 
with a Prophetick Boldneſs, to be their 
Portion ; and when odious to every ho- 
neſt Man, he then being diſatisfy d, as 


he would have the World think, retires 


to the Country ; there to end his Life in 
Malice and Reflection, pleas'd to amuſe 
the idle, and giddy Mob with the Name 
of A Patriot; fondly imagining with Cats, 
that The Gods take Care of Patriots ; but 
whether the diſcontented Romans were thus 


the Favourites of Heaven, I dare not ſay. 


Tux ſeveral, and frequent Schemes of 


Policy, and Government, faſhion'd accord- 


ing to the Opinion of Civil Libertines, 


on the moſt laſting, and ſolid Baſis, have 


appear'd to be-idle; and rather calculated 

to amuſe, and indulge their own Imagi- 
nations, and pleaſe a certain Party, than 
to contain any Thing ſubſtantial, and uſe- 
ful ; ſo far have theſe been from influen- 


cing 
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ang the Conduct of their proper Patrone, 
that it is often notorious, that from the very 
Conſtitution, contriv'd to ſecure their Lives 
and Liberties, they have forfeited Both. 


Can the weakeſt of Mortals then ima- 
gine, that ſuch a Perſon is ſerious ? Or, 
that his Plan of Government is any more 
than a Dream ? Eſpecially, if You conſi- 
der, that this Brutus formerly enjoy'd a 
certain Confidence in his Prince's Favour, 
and might have gone on ſo ; had not Rea- 
ſons, beſt known to thoſe who were the 
beſt Judges, foreſeen the Effects of his 
growing Power; and his narrow, and ſor- 
did Views that prompted him to Action. 


SINCE then Nature is liable to be by- 
aſs'd, and influenc'd by ſo many Motives, 
as Ambition, Avarice, &c. before we form 
a Judgment of any Perſon's Conduct, we 
ought to ſuppoſe ourſelves in his very Scene 
of Action; and then what appears ſo mon- 
ſtrouſly ridiculous, will, at leaſt, have an 
imaginable Plea of Reaſon on its Side. 


ALLowANCEs ought, in Juſtice, to be 
made for the Difference in a Perſon's Con- 
duct, according to the various Seaſons of 
Life, and particularly to the Conſtitution 
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Mind becomes enervated, and its Ope- 
rations frightful, and dull; and no Won- 
der, ſince the Views, that we muſt have 


of exterior Objects, purely depend upon 


the Capacity of our Senſes to convey the 
phyſical Properties to our Cenſury; and 
the Mind forms Notions, or Idea's, corre- 
ſpondent to theſe antecedent Impreſſions. 


HxNœr it is, why in Old Age, tho' the 
Soul can never grow in Years, the Man 
is peeviſh; and ſeems to have all the Weak- 
neſs of Childhood again. The ſickly, and 
diſeaſed Body, by the ſmalleſt Provocation, 
becomes a Prey to the Fury of the Paſſions; 
and the greateſt of Heroes, and the moſt 
magnanimous, and brave Man have diſco- 
ver'd often the Foibles, and Perverſenc!: 


of Infancy. 


Tu us Oliver Cromwel, with all the Ar- 
dour of a Hero, and Penetration of a ſaga- 
cious Counſellor, whoſe chief Talent con- 
ſiſted in diſcovering the Weakneſs of Man- 
kind; and by that Means turning the ſame 
to-his Advantage ; yet in the Decline of 
Life, beſpoke a Mind tortur'd with Su- 
ſpicion, and even deſpair'd of the Confi- 
dence of his beſt Friends. : 55 


2 


U M AN Nee eme to con- 
ſiſt of two jarring, contrary 
Principles, or Motides to Action; 
and is alternately influenc'd by | 
| Both: For Want of conſidering 
| This in its full Extent, and inſtituting a | 

Scrutiny into the Object of Action; all our 
- W moral Schemes, or Inquiries; after the q 
- MW »prings of the ſame, have been romantick, | 
-d rather calculated to bewilder, than un- | 
- MW vail, or lay Truth open in her native, and | 
e genuin Complexion. Some out of vain | 
of Glory, or what beſt known View to them- | | 
ſelves, have made it their Buſineſs to ag- 
grandiſe their Natures, and aſcribe ſuch 
per fections, or- Beauties, as are altogether 
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incompatible with Mortality, and the fre. 


quent Alloies of Corruption in the moſt 


regular, and compleat Character. 


Wurst Others, I muſt fa on a much 


more diſhonourable Footing, have debaſed 


their Intrinſick Dignity, and aſcribed all 
the Properties of a rude Chaos, or meer 
inactive Matter, and made the Man, a 
Piece of Clock-work, or a paſſive Auto- 
maton. 


Bur to conſider this Scheme in a na- 
tural Light, let every One remind them- 
ſelves of what paſſes every Day in their own 
Breaſts, ; Reaſon, the governing Principle, 
and Dignity of human Nature, does not 
always aſſume her Right; and act with un- 
controulable Sway over the more groveling, 
and weak Part of our Conſtitution ; but 
by Turns ſubſides, and yields her Power 
up to the ſenſual Appetites; and we are ſet 
adrift to the Fury of our ſaucy Paſſions. 


Trvs from a complex View of our real 
Compoſition, we ſeem. to partake of that 
Eſſence, placed in a State inferiour to the 
Perfection of the Angelical Creation; and 
far ſuperior, provided we follow the 


natural Bent of our rational Powers, to 
the 


” OO PT xq M$ .G@oa=z mms c.T.co ac ee e, 


1591 
the periſhing Brutes, that ſhall never riſe 
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Tuis is taking Man as he is; was he 
wen to a conſtant ſolacing his ſenſual 
1213 and he Bent of his Deſires, 
the conſtant gratifying of his Appetites; 
then indeed, the Completion of his Deſires 
would be irrational, and brutal; and his 
View of Happineſs, as ſhort-lived as his 
Carcaſe. N 


On the other Hand, to ſuppoſe all his 
Purſuits ſpiritual; no inordinate Defires 
ever to rear their Heads, nor the Force of | 
Temptation ever to prevail over his beſt i 
Inclinations, and 'fubdue his pious De- 
fires, would be ſetiling him in that Scene | 
of Exiſtence, that theigreat Author of our | 
Beings, and'the conſtant Supporter of them 


x has aſſign'd for a different Species; who | 

rv not ſurrounded with the Weakneſs of 
Fleſh and Blood, nor ever in Danger of 1 
being tempted; becauſt there is none. So | 

from what is ſaid, we may calily forſee 

at the Abſurdity of various, and different 

= Schemes of human Nature; and ' how 


extreamly wild the Notions of Happineſs 
they have entail'd upon it. ey of 
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O this Subject I would take Notice of 
one Thing, which I'm exceedingly: ſur- 
priz'd, has not been more conſidered ; and 
that is, the imperfect Definition of human 
Nature; to wit, a Rational Creature; far 
be it from me to ſubvert the common re- 
ceived, Notion of Things, or to confound 
the Opinions of Mankind; but is any one 
Thing more notorious, than the Fact, that 
Brutes ſeem to exert the various Functions 
of their Intellectuals, in common with 
Man ? Have they not all the exterior Or- 
gans of Perception, or thoſe Avenues by 
which Senſation is communicated-to the 
common Cenſury, in a higher Degree of 
Perfection than the rational Part; and this 
always wiſely adapted in Proportion to their 
different Methods of Living: Some have 
their Eyes ſo placed as take in the whole 
Sphere of Viſion, and conſequently when 
theſe Organs are rightly directed, no Ob- 
jects can poſſibly eſcape their Notice 


Others have their proper Organs of Smel- 


ling ſo extremely delicate, as to diſtinguiſn 
the Effluvia, that each Body in Nature ſheds 
forth. Don't we ſee, that they perceive, 
retain, compound, compare; or in one 
Word, reaſon, and draw Conſequences in 
the ſtrongeſt, and moſt natural Light; and 


why mult all this go for Inſtinct? and the 


Miſ- 
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Miſchief lies here, that we have no certain 
fixed Idea adapted to the ſame. 


SuPPOSING we ſhould call Man the 
only Religious Creature in this Lower 
World, and fix this as the great Diffe- 
rence, between the Human Species, and 
all others: This Scheme is true, is worth 
of the great, and adorable Projector of 
all Things; and eſpecially of that Part, 
which is, confeſſedly, His own proper 
Image, or Likeneſs: The nol . rude 
and ignorant, have an Object of Worſhip, 
which works upon their Paſſions of Love | 
and Fear; as is allowed by the Obſerva- 
ions of our modern Travellers; and all 
Antiquity ſtand it confeſſed, as may be 
ſeen in the Mythology of the Ancients. 
Others whoſe great Happineſs has been 
to paſs their Time in that Part of the 
World, where the true Object of Wor- 
ſhip is conſtantly ador'd in all Religious 
Aſſemblies, muſt have perhaps a more 
adequate Idea of the Deity, and their 
Worſhip more perfect; but this only 
Proves the Advantage of Education, and 
never poſſibly can ſubvert our former Ar- 
zument; ſeeing this great Principle has 
an Influence equally upon their Conduct 


WCG 


n Life, 
SE C- 


S RCTION VI. 
Int ft Mecenas. ut Nemo quam fibi ſortem, 
c. 


T may be worth while to con- 

ider, and endeavour to account 

| for the fickle, and unſtable Diſ- 

poſition of the Generality of 

Mankind, with their proper 

| Lot, and fecret Conteſt in their Breaſts, 
b with reſr ect to the Turns of Fortune. 


Was ſuch a Temper only to take Place 
in Thoſe, who are oppreſs'd, and deny'd 
the Neceſſaries of Life, it might appear on 
the Side of juſtice for ſuch to complain. 
But this is not the Caſe; don't we every 
Day meet with Reſolution in Rags, and 
Bravery- ſuperior to all Hardſhips, in 2 
Rank beneath Contempt. So that it ap- 

50 pears 
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pears to me either a Sickneſs of Mind, pro- 


duc'd by Inattention, and Thoughleſneſs; 
or an unhappy Caſt of. Temper, the Effect 


of an original Miſtake. 


In a private Character, can a Man give 
himſelf Leave to turn. round, and lock in 
upon the Situation of Others; how many 
will he find exactly tally with himſelf, and 
ſuit his preſent Condition: But alas! we 
are apt to be dazzled with the Externals, 
and be beſt pleas'd with what we leaſt 
know. Hence it is, that we attribute to 
him a thouſand chimerical, and borrow d 
Views of Pleaſure, that he himſelf never 
felt, or ſawe: Was he fully to conſider all 
his Circumſtances impartially, perhaps, what 
he ſo much admir'd in his Neighbour's 
Cup, wou'd have ſo many Alloys incorpora- 
ted, and neceſſarily blended with the ſame, 
that his Opinion would granary alter; and 
Things appear in a different View. 
This Tranſport, or Hurry of Mind ariſes 


from conſidering Things imperfectly, and 


by Halves ; and is as ſoon over, as the 
Mind is diveſted of the Cloud that ſo dark- 
en'd, and hung over it. 75 


IX is true, that Man was made Lord 
over all, and ſole Proprietor of this lou er 
World 
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World divided into many Shares ; but ne- 
ver to be appropriated for one Man's Lot: 
It argues: the moſt unbounded Ambition, 
and ſordid Principle, as we are ſocial Crea- 
tures, not only to wiſh, but to put our 
Imaginations on the Rack in finding out 
Ways, to diveſt our Friend of what is his 
Property, and belongs to him by an un- 
doubted Right. | n 


Tr1s equally holds in all Characters, nor 
is any exempted from its binding Quality. 
"Tis equally unjuſt, and con rary to the 
Dictates of Nature, for one Monarch to 
encroach upon, and by ſuperior Power to 
extort that which belongs to another; as 
for a low, and daring Villain to bereavc 
me of what is mine. 

5 | — 

* Can't it ſhock the Reaſon of the think- 
ing Part of Mankind, to ſee ſome of their 
own Species caſt off all Ties of Humanity, 
and be the Butchers of their Fellow-Crea- 
tures, for a few Pente to ſupply their pre- 
ſent Neceflities ; and yet muſt Streams of 
Blood, and Plains reeKing with dying Carca- 
ſes, for an imaginaryTitle; or perhaps, the 
Conqueſt of a petty Province go unnoticed, 
and claim Reaſon, and Right on their Side: 
Muſt the Murderer of One pay his _ 
bo. or 
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e- for a Ranſom, and yet the Common Bully 
t: of the World have Right for a Sanction? 


a- Ak E Ambition, and Avarice odious in a 
ur private Character ? Is Crueliy contrary to 
ut the Dictates of Nature? yet from theſe, or 
Us worſe Principles, have ariſen the Actions of 
n- ſuch as are ſacred by Conſent, and born on 


the Wings of Fame; fondly do we paſs a 

favourable Sentence on their Conduct, and 
or applaud their heroick Enterpriſes, which 
ty. were unjuſt at beſt; as the living Magna- 
he nimity of the yet breathing Man. 


WHAT in Reaſon, and ſober Senſe can 
vindicate the unbounded Deſire of Con- 
queſt, and the infatiable Thirſt after Glory 
of the fiery Macedonian? Diſatisfy d with 
what Fate had mark'd out for his For- 
tune, He, with a juvenile Ardour, begins 
his Enterpriſes, perſues them with Secu- 
rity and Succeſs, and conquers Nations, 
who had never heard of him before; the 
whole known World he then ſees Subjects 
to his tyrannical Power: He thus ſole Ma- 
ſter of the Univerſe, now bethinks, and 
conſiders where Glory had drove him to; 
he marks the Goal, and ſees it narrower 
than his Deſires ; and as Children diſ.tis- 
ty'd with a Gew-gaw, becauſe they can 

have 
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have no more; Alexander weeps, becauſe 
there are no more Worlds he can con- 
quer. 


Bur is he the only One, who thus 
panted after Power, and Conqueſt ? Let 
us only view what paſt Thirty, or Forty 
Summers ago ; and at a Time when the 
different Monarchs of States, and King- 
doms, had their Properties ſecured to 
them by the Law of Nations; and un- 
conteſtable Right: And therefore, to di- 
veſt them of the ſame was Robbery, Ra- 
pine, and every Thing that was bad; and 
yet in ſpite of this, we ſhall ſee a Charles 
of Sweden act a Second Alexander's Part; 
and commence the common Plague of 
Human Nature. This is a Character ſo 
odly compoſed, the whole Incidents of 
his Life fo ſurpriſingly adventurous, that | 
never could read the Hiſtory ; and I dare 
fay, the ſucceeding Age will look upon it 
as a Romantick Fiction ; and that too, the 
Production of a wild, and lively Fancy. 


LET us view the Picture of his March- 
ing a whole Army, over a wide, and un- 
known Deſart; and that, at ſuch a Sea- 
fon, and in ſach a Climate, without much 
Proviſion, and no Defence from the In- 

cle. nency 
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elem of the Weather; ſo intenſe was 
the Cold, that the very Horſes dropt down 
dead on the Journey : Add to this, that 
they knew their March ſo well, that Vales 
from Precipices, or dry Land from Rivers, 
they could not diſtinguiſh. This was his 
Caſe, and he underwent all the Fatigues, 
ſharing the common Fate with his Sol- 
diers; and therefore imagin'd they might 
endure the ſame Hardſhips with him. If this 
mad Hero had enjoy'd a Thouſand Lives, 
ſo little Proviſion did he make for their 
Security, that he gave more than enough 
In, to have got rid of them 
all. 


Bur as we are more converſant with a 
private Life; and thoſe that undermine, 
and ſubvert our Properties, where the Caſe 
is not notorious and flagrant, ſo nume- 
rous ; and the Bait laid with ſo much 
Art and Cunning, that we don't ſee the 
Deceit and Trick, till it is tro late. An 
Inſtance, or two, of this Kind will have 
a greater Influence, ; ſin ce it equally af- 
fects all. 


YourTn, alas! is the proper Prey for 
ſuch a Race of rapacious Monſters; but 
otten riper Years, and a ſettled judgment 

| fall 
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fall a Victim to their Artifice. The En. 
gine ſet to Work is differently tuned, in 
order to carry on, and effectuate this, as 
they ſee it hits the natural Temper, and 
ſuits their Deſire. | 


Tux find before they can make a Pro- 
perty of ſome, they muſt cunningly ſub- 
vert the very Foundation; that is, deſtroy 
their Principles of Virtue, and inſtil other 
Notions, that lay them quite open to all 
their Deſigns, and then ; find them a 
ripe Prey. | 


Tur Fawning Sycophant, who, under 
the pleaſing Smile, courts your Company, 
and wou'd . engroſs all your Hours, is a 
dangerous Creature ; he finds to his Expe- 
rience, that all have a Tincture of Vanity, 
and there is a certain weak Side, and un- 
guarded Minute, when Flattery will enter; 
and, like a mighty Torrent, carry every 
Obſtacle: down the Stream ; Now can he 
unboſom himſelf to the deluding Syren ; 
all his Schemes ( however favourite, and 
ſuch: that he ſcarcely would have his very 
ſelf know them; ) are at once laid open; 
and his Perſon, Fortune, and every Thing, 
is too trifling to be laid out upon the dear 
Deceiver; who ſo long as he finds his Ad- 

? Vaniage 


191 


bag fa Council will be ſecret ; 
Lin Wo one Breath lon ger : So that his 
2 ame, Eſtate, &c. pay he Forfeiture, and 
too late finds himſelf deceiv'd, -and be- 
tray'd. 


Tux Laws of the Fand provide for 
the Safety of a Man robb'd, and Reſtitu- 
tion is given at the Expence of the Villain; 
the Thief, or daſtardly, and ſneaking 
Rogue is branded with the moſt ignomi- 
nious Title, and ſecluded as unfit for So- 
ciety; and yet unpuniſh'd does the other 
Claſs inſult over the Deſtruction of many 
a Fortune, which the Tears of their in- 
jur' d Relations bewail, and lament. 


Ir to this we add the very Soul of De- 


ceit and Over- reaching, we ſhall have a 


a general View of the fraudulent Deſigns 


of a great Part of Mankind, who wou'd 


willingly be thought otherwiſe ; ; and may 
even fancy they appear in a fair Light. The 
Gameſter, formed with all the Politeneſs 
to engage, and captivate your Confidence; 
and perfect Maſter of every Trick, to im- 
poſe upon, and lead You away ſecurely, 


and at length bubble Vou out of your 
Fortune. | | 


E Wu 


Rm * . 2 
4 ST . 
82 ———ů — 5 


— _ _ —_ —— 
- . 0 _ > - ” 
— a ‚u-ͤ—S— . — 5 — = 4 


| | 
f 
1 
J 


* 
WukEN a Man makes the laſt Puſh for 
Subſiſtance , and, wou'd graſp at every 
Thing to ſave him from ſinking; he is ſe- 
curer to try his Fortune by this Method, 
than on the High-way; but equally cri- 
minal: He has nothing of his own Pro- 
perty to loſe, and what he balances as equi- 
valent to my Money is his Cunning, and 
Art: Thus it is plain, his only View was 
to catch at what was mine! Let ſuch an 
One go on, but how ſurpriſing is it, to ſee 
Men of ſober Minds, and moderate, or 
plentiful Fortunes, infected with this Itch; 
it intirely baniſhes, and ſecludes all Con- 
verſation, the Pleaſure of Life; and ac- 
cording to the capricious Turns of Chance, 
it hurries the Man to a Devil: So that in 
one continued Tranſport of Paſſion their 
Time is conſumed, and when that Chance 


is alternate, the Scene goes beyond any 
Action we can imagine, unleſs among the 


Damned; Firſt, that one Side ſtorms Hea- 


ven with their rank, and black Impreca- 


tions; the Other, in their Turn, implores 
_ Hell gaping open to receive them alive. 


BuT ſuppoſing One was ſure, as it is 


impoſſible, of a conſtant, good Run of 


Luck ; wou'd not any Man of Honour, as 


. ſoon} chooſe to pick his Friend's Pocket, 


as 
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LS] 


as to play, when he } is convinc'd there is 
no e, of Equality; ; and if the don 
trary takes Place, certain always to loſe ; 
he muſt be the verrieſt v vr tcana in Na: 
ture, that would run the Risk. i 


Tur Reſult of This is, that a Man can 
never be too much on his Guard, nor over- 
ſuſpicious; elpecially, when he does not 
know his Company : Why ſhou'd his Quiet, 
and After- Peace de eternally ſacrific'd, to 
gratify his preſent Perſuits, and purchaſe 
the fatal Friendſhip at ſo dear a Rate ; 
therefore to conclude this with one general 
Maxim that is honeſt, and muſt be for 
ever advantagieus; Siſſpect every. Man to 
be a Knave, till ſuch Time as You are e full 
convinced of the contrary, 


Bur alas! how infinite is the Number 
of ſuch, that are not ſatisfy'd with the 
Diſcontent hitherto enten neither will 
the pleaſant Proſpect of ariother's circum- 
{cribe their Deſires: But the whole World, 
the various Scenes he of real, or ima- 
ginary Bliſs, is too much confin'd to gra- 
tify their Deſires ; and the Periodical Re- 


turning of the ſame Objects ſo frequently 


cloys, and certainly loſe their Charms; thus 
ſurfeited, tho' Swimming in all the luxu- 
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rious Plenty of Farthly Pleafure, and loaded 
with the Pomp of gaudy br. Pride, ſtorm 
aer im- 


their Doom by Force, and 
brue their Hands in their own Bloc 


DasTARDLY, and Timorous Wretch ! 
for Fear: of loſing a few; ſhining Toys, or 
perhaps, being refus'd what your inordi- 
dinate Deſires have vainly painted to your 
Fancy as neceſſary; have You thus coward- 
ly thrown away your Life, and choſe what 
You dreaded the leſſer Evil; not daring to 
look Fate in the Face; or with a ſteady 
Reſolution, and Bravery, wait the Deciſion 
of Omnipotence; and with a calm Re- 
= omg bleſs the Hand that gives the 
Blow, | 


1 4 
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SEC- 


S8 ECCTTON VII. 


Poſt eſt Occaſio calug. 


is a notorious Truth, that 

there is a critical Minute, and 
Time, when the Mind is quite 
diſarm'd of its uſual, even na- 
tural Guard : Whether this Se- 
curity ariſes from Temper, Education, or 
any other Principle You pleaſe. 


Tuis is the Time, when the cloſe, and 
dry Man is all. open and free; the parſi- 
manious, and ſordid Miſer extravagantly 
profuſe; and the Prude, or ſolemn Coquet 
grows ſocial, and conforms to the uſual 
Decency requir d in Converſation; to 
| 3 make 
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make it a free, and agreable Intercourſe: 
The Devotee, or rigid Hypocriweven out. 
does the moſt accompliſh'd Rake in pri- 
vate, or leud Deba - whoſe Buſineſ; 
it has been to profeſs himſelf wicked. 


THe nice Diſtinguiſhing of the Ap. 
proach of theſe Periodical Turns in the Caſt 
of Mind, and the judicious Improvement 
of them to One's private Uſe, is what may 
be call'd the True Knowledge of Mankind. 4 
Modern Phraſe, as Dean Swift complains, 
proſtituted to the worſt Ends. 


By this I wou'd not be meant to under- 
ſtand Catching an Advantage, or Practiſing 
on a Perſon to his Ruin; or taking any 
unjuſt Means tending to his UNITE: 
No; but to bring a Man, who at other 
Times can't be perſuaded in the Courſe of 
his Actions to the common Standard of 
Juſtice and Senſe, to comply with both 
which Conduct is agreable to Honour, and 
Intereſt. 


Tuus the Miſer, who doats upon his 
Treaſure, and has no View ſeparated from 
his very ſelf, and only ſtarves that he ma) 
drag a Life; may, at this nice Juncture, 


if warmly ply'd,-beprought over to 9 
N — his 
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his emaciated Body, and give a Briskneſs 


to his flacid Spirits; or perhaps by Advice, 
even. extend his Views further, and give 
out of his over-grown Eſtate, what ma 

fave a ftarving Orphan, and make the Soul 
ready to dye, to fing for Foy. 


Tux cloiſter d, and dry Book - worm, 
who inceſſantly revolves long, and tedious 
Volumes, induſtrious, like the Ant for itſelf, 
ſeparates from all Mankind, and 


"a 
peeviſh, and vain, in his, ſtudied. Hours; 


whenghis Mind is open, will be diffuſive, 
and communicate that Knowledge to O- 


chers, which he had laid in Store for him- 
ſelf. 12 . lente 7 . 


Bur in Regard This may be made 2 
Handle for bringing about baſe, and ſad 
Conſequences; as ſtealing thæ Opportunity 
at an unguarded Moment, to extort from 
your Friend, what, at another Time, was 
as dear to him as his Life, and puts it in 
your Power to betray him; But is the Pro- 
ſtitution thereof, I ſay, a Reaſon why a 
judicious, and diſcerning Man ſhan't em- 
brace it, both for the Intereſt of his Friend, 
and himfelf. Beſides, the Villany lies on 
the Side of the treacherous Raſcal ; and 
This, as the beſt Things, may ſerve a 
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2 political Engine; accommodated to the 
gratifying his baſe, and villanous Ends. 


InnuMER ABLE Inftances may be brought 
to confirm this; but I dare. ſay, any Man, 
who has ever been converſant in Life, has 
2 ſufficient Number to evidence, and con- 
Kum this"in the Courſe of his private: Od. 
fervation , AA Nene 


Iux Poblick- Life, the Guardhns of the 
ies, and Such as preſide over ther 
ights and Liberties, inveſted with Pewer 
to protect them againſt all Inſults; and de- 
fend them, when actually attacked; ought 
in the ſtrongeſt Manner, to look out for 


this Moment, leſt by a deluſory Supine- 
neſs they ſee it too late; or if on the other 


Extream, too precipitantly, they plung 
themſelves in Action, and conſequently, 
miſs of what otherwiſe might have cer- 
tainly been in their Power, had they al- 


| low'd the Scheme to come to perfect Ma- 


turity, 


Trar Kingdom, State, or People, whoſe 
political Eyes are ſo ſet as to mark this cri- 
tical Event, ſtand the faireſt Chance to 
have Peace in their own Boſoms ; 1 

; 5 


litferice with their Weigl 
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ts are hap- 
pily cut out fot catching Fold f This: 1 
dare ſay, there neyet was One in ut Coun- 
try, and had that Accefs to converſe with 
the Groſs of Mankind, but immediately 
concluded, therm the moſt open; friendly 
People alive ; they eternally entertain You 
wit chelr Converfation, bh thay it is ei- 
ther upon ſo a'Sri of ſo diver- 
fify'd Nei ee Aae, that 
they leave You where they begin, in the 
Miſt, - 1 wiffr there was not too much 
Reaſon to attack them with this in their 
publick Life; do I, or ſays the World, 
that all their Schemes are ſo deeply laid, 
their Projects conducted with ſo x. Se- 
crecy and Cunning, and calculated to break 
forth at a Time, when the World can't 
but admire their Addreſs, tho' blame their 
oo” ; becauſe they ſo ſenſibly touch 

"ly * 3 | 


Tux Nation is extremely populous, the 
Inhabitants brisk, and the Will of the 
Prince their Pleaſure; the whole Nobility, 
even to the diſpiſing their private Affairs, 
contend who ſhall have moſt of hisPrince's 

| Fa- 
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7 DTDountey upon their own Expence: Riches 
me Property of the ſame, ſufficient to de- 
fray the moſt expenſive, and tedious War 
1 121 yet, tho, the Sine ws of. War thus gird 


em round, was ever an Acceſſion of Power 
er Grandure, acquired by the ſame? No, 
but happy beyond Expreſſion in the Art o 
Peace- making: So that we ourſelves ma) 
tell the Tale]! What ane Ex- 
ploits of a Marlborough, and an injur'd 
Queen and Country, as the Return of ſc 
much Blood, and Money? Leſs than no 
thing. And was not their Country reſtor'd 
when in our. Power, on the ſame Footing 
as formerly? Deluſory, and falſe Peace 
and only worthy of ſuch who made it cr 
our Side. Lorain, and Bar is a later In 


- ſtance. ;. and; Poſſeſſion, under the Pretex 


ol ſupporting the Injur'd, is the beſt Tit 


12% vald od ch aid? an dig 267, 
aud Reſpect to Spain, may injur d Br: 
been protractec 
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tain complain, that this 
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heit Wl not Moleſting our Trade, Plundring our 6 
hes, Ships, and when we complain have Arro- 

de- ancy enough to trumpt up the Story of an 

ſar; ncit Trade; Appealing to Treaties rati- 

gird Wl fy'd, and confirm'd, won't do; or put them 

wer, Wl to the Bluſh. Here is a ſurprizing Eva- & 
No, gon, to obtrude on us the monſtrous, and * 
rt of ¶ moſt fatal Blunder, in not underſtandin 

may che Spirit of the Treaties, and what 1s 

2 provided for us by the ſame. "BAY 

Jur | 

of ſo . To indulge ourſelves now in Security, 

1 no- 


wou'd be a political Infatuation, and of dan- 
tor'd, gerous aac” e What would be the 
oting WF juſt Return of all their Civilities ? Burning 
\cace, Wl their Ships, Racking their Men, and Sacking 
their Towns ; and Then, and not till Then, 
N will a Britiſb King, or Loyal Parliament be 
retext W appeas'd and fatisfy'd ; and till ſuch Time, 
Tide may a Spaniards Name be the moſt Infa- 

' mous Wretch alive. Delays are as dange- 
rous in the Political, as Natural Body; eſ- 
, pecially when, from the moſt evident Symp- 
tracted toms, we find Things come to a Criſis. 


Wall A black and diſmal Storm from that 
Men, Quarter, has hung brooding over us; we 
Barba· I have felt, (butwhat) only the Preludes to 
their Rank Artillery: And ſince Lenity, and 
on . Il a generous Contempt of ſmaller Injuries, 
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Freedom, piſe their bindipg Force; We 
dre awake the} Time 1 at Hand, the 
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